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West-Central Florida’s Aquifers: 
Florida’s Great Unseen Water Resources
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While the groundwater within Florida’s aquifers remains unseen, it still serves a vital role in maintaining the quality of 
life for all Floridians. The Southwest Florida Water Management District is responsible for protecting this important 

What Is an Aquifer?
An aquifer is a layer of underground rock or sand that stores water. 
The groundwater within an aquifer can fill the spaces between 
grains of sand and gravel, or it can fill the cracks and fissures in solid 
rock.
The water within an aquifer is constantly moving. How quickly the 
water moves depends on both the physical characteristics of the 
aquifer and the water-level gradient or slope in the aquifer. 

Aquifers of West-Central Florida
Florida’s aquifers contain about one-fifth of water in all the Great 
Lakes, 100 times the amount in Lake Mead on the Colorado River 
and 30,000 times the daily amount flowing into the sea from Florida’s 
13 major coastal rivers. But only a fraction of this water is available for 
our use due to withdrawing too much of this water from the aquifers. 
In west-central Florida, the groundwater system comprises three 
main units: the surficial aquifer, the intermediate aquifer system, and 
the Floridan aquifer system.

The Importance of Aquifers
The aquifers serve essential functions that benefit our community 
and the environment. The aquifers that provide water for our taps 
also play a crucial role in maintaining the ecological health of our 
area’s springs, lakes, rivers, wetlands, and estuaries.

Water Supply
Aquifers provide a significant water source for all public, agricultural 
and industrial uses. Each of our aquifers is used in some capacity for 
water supply. Groundwater withdrawn from aquifers constitutes about 80% of the water used within the District.
In the southern portion of the District, the intermediate aquifers serve as an important source of water supply. Polk, 
Sarasota, Highlands, Hardee, DeSoto, and Charlotte counties rely on intermediate aquifers for public supply, agricultural 
irrigation, and household uses.

Learn more about The Water Incentives Supporting E�ciency (WISE) program by visiting wattermatters.org. It can 
reimburse up to 50% of costs associated with water conservation projects and can save businesses up to $20,000. 
The grant is open to all water users whether they are connected to a well or a municipal water supply. 

April is Water Conservation Month
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Allamanda
The golden trumpet-shaped blossoms cluster on and o� most of the year, It's one of the 
most versatile yellow flowering shrubs for any sunny spot. Available in full size, dwarf, and 
vine.

Oleander
The oleander is well-loved because it's fast-growing, has beautiful flowers, and can grow 
in a broad range of soils. These tall shrubs are fast-growing sun lovers that reward you 
with bright blossoms in red, pink, and white shades during the warm seasons. Available 
in full size and dwarf.

Plumbago
The Plumbago is a blue flowering plant that plays well with other colors. It has a spreading, 
rambling habit that works best in a natural setting. This evergreen shrub is a fast grower 
that blooms on and o� all year. It needs full to part sun to flower to perfection.

Knock Out Roses
A shrub rose that flower with beautiful roses on and o� all year. The three Knock Out 
varieties most commonly available are red, pink, and yellow. They are self-cleaning, 
meaning no deadheading is necessary.

Bougainvillea
A tropical landscape showstopper, bougainvillea flaunts its flowers in a magnificent 
display of color on and o� all year. To be its beautiful best, this plant needs sun. Lots of 
sun. All-day sun. Available in full size and dwarf. 

Crape Jasmine
Crape Jasmine is a wide-growing shrub with sweetly-scented, snowy white, ru�ed flowers 
with glossy leaves similar to gardenias. But they are more cold tolerant and less attractive 
to bugs. Cape jasmine flowers heavily in spring and then blooms on and o� during the 
summer. 

Ixora
Ixora is known for its showy pom-pom clusters of flowers. They attract butterflies and 
thrive with just basic care. Elegant yet casual, their look fits in well with tropical landscapes 
and more formal designs.

Firebush
Firebush features vibrant green foliage and brilliant orange-red tubular flowers. Blooms 
emerge on mature plants in the spring and reoccur throughout autumn, drawing butterflies 
and hummingbirds.

Incorporating spring flowering shrubs into landscape designs at 
commercial properties has a guaranteed impact because 
visitors and potential clients are drawn to lively and visually 
attractive properties.  These are some of our favorite early spring 
performers.  Using these in any landscape will help to increase 
the appeal of any retail, commercial, or residential property.
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Property   
        Spotlight: 

LMP has been servicing the Triple Creek community since 2020. Triple Creek represents a unique blend of a small town, 
village life, and amenities. It is a resort community located on Triple Creek Boulevard in Riverview, conveniently located 
to top-rated schools, shopping, dining, and easy access to US 301, I-75, and I-4. Amenities include miles of trails, two 
amenity centers with resort-style pools, fitness centers, tennis and sports courts, and parks and spaces to accommodate 
open play. 
Complimenting the amenities are a 50-acre natural lake, wetland and preservation areas, and the unusual rolling topography. 
Further, Triple Creek is bordered by Triple Creek Nature Reserve with over 1,000 acres, which not only helps maintain a 
wildlife corridor through heavy residential development, but o�ers a five mile loop to hike and explore.

 

I’ve had the pleasure of working with Garth, Jody and David on the newest addition of Triple 
Creek’s landscape installation. Throughout the design process we wanted to create 
something that was not only aesthetically pleasing but also reasonable to maintain. We 
worked extensively with LMP sta� to better understand the installation process and 
long-term maintenance of materials selected and ultimately we have a better design 
because of it. As with many construction projects there are a lot of supply chain issues 
and LMP has been able to keep the project moving forward despite these challenges. 

— Laura Duplain, PLA | Landscape Architect | Hal� Associates, Inc.
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Sarasota 
(941) 556-9404

Serving: Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Manatee, Sarasota 

Wesley Chapel 
(813) 406-4465

Serving: Citrus, Hernando, 
Pasco, Pinellas

Tampa 
(813) 757-6500

Serving: Hillsborough, 
Pasco, Pinellas, Polk

For more information visit www.LMPPRO.com | info@LMPPRO.com | 877.LMPPRO1

Award-Winning Commercial Landscaping
Pr�erving your curb appeal and brand identity. 

Weekly Landscape Schedule Resumes 
Our weekly services will resume now that we 
are entering the growing season.

Assessment of Plants after the Freeze
Cold damage will start to diminish, and we will be able to identify which plants su�ered permanent damage and plan 
edits where necessary.

Feed the Landscape
The Lawn
It is the start of the growing season for St. Augustine, Bahia, and Zoysia. Fertilizer applications will be a combination of 
liquid and granular, nitrogen-only fertilizer, with about 50% of the solution consisting of a slow-release formula. 
Pre-emergent is applied as a preventative measure to prevent germination of warm-season weed seeds. 

Controlling Chinch Bugs 
They produce two generations in a year, one in April to July and one in August to September. They feed in sunny areas 
along sidewalks, sucking juices from the grass blades and leaving yellowing grass bordering green grass. At the same 
time they are feeding, they inject a poison that causes the blades to turn brown and die. They can move across an 
entire lawn in just a few days, so prevention and early detection are essential. 

Sidewalks & Curbs (and in between their expansion joints)
Weeds are addressed with both pre-emergent and post-emergent herbicides
Keeping paved areas weed-free is done both mechanically and chemically with line trimming and post or pre-emergent 
herbicides. 

Landscape Beds
Roundup is applied, and as we spot weeds, we will treat problem areas with a post-emergent on an as-needed basis.

Refresh 
April is an ideal time to add planting trees, shrubs, and perennials. These spring months will give your plants the oppor-
tunity to grow and acclimate during the summer and fall. Insulating the roots with a few inches of mulch will conserve 
the plant roots, allow them to survive extreme temperatures, and minimize weeds.

Irrigation
Your irrigation system protects your landscape investment. During our monthly irrigation inspections we monitor all key 
components to be sure all parts are functioning properly and address potential problems. We want to assure your 
irrigation system is in peak working condition as we enter Spring and Summer. 

Mindful Maintenance: 
Going Above & Beyond  
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