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It’s Bloomin’ March 
March is the month we start to see the crossover 
from winter into spring and, with this change, we 
welcome in warmer temperatures, longer days 
and, of course, beautiful spring flowers. This makes 
it the perfect time to clean up, fix up and beautify 
your landscape. 

Begonias

How to e�ectively use color In your landscape
Color is a strong design element, attracting 
attention and guiding the human eye. When it 
comes to landscaping, colors can even alter 
mood and perception. For instance, colors can 
evoke relaxation, make small spaces appear 
larger, highlight a particular area, and unify di�erent 
landscape areas.

Colors a�ect our moods and perceptions 
Warm colors can make large spaces appear 
more intimate, as they tend to come forward and 
seem closer than they are. The overall e�ect is to 
scale down the entire landscape. Warm colors 
are also natural attention-grabbers, drawing 
visitors into a space by creating a focal point.

Warm-colored or cool-colored plants grouped 
create unity within a particular planting bed or 
even throughout the landscape. Alternatively, 
deliberately juxtaposed warm and cool colors 
within a planting bed produce contrast. 

Neutrals allow for transition between stronger hues, softening the e�ect of loud color schemes.

Cool colors (violets, blues, and greens) appear to recede in the landscape.  They seem farther away than they 
are and can make small spaces feel bigger. Cool colors have a calming, soothing e�ect.

Purple is unusual because it can be either cool or warm, depending on the other colors around it. If it’s next 
to blue, purple is perceived as cool, but when it appears near red, it’s seen as warm.

A combination of warm and cool colors can create an illusion of depth by placing warm colors in the foreground, and 
cool-colored plants behind them. 

There is no right or wrong when it comes to color in the garden. Color choices are a matter of personal taste. 
Don’t limit your color thinking to just blooms. You have extensive color choices with foliage, too. Beyond the 
many shades of greens, foliage comes in countless yellows, reds, blues, grays, and earth tones.  Bark, buds, 
and other plant parts also contribute to your palette.

Get in touch to define a custom plan and scope of services for your unique property goals.
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To Prune or Not to Prune?

The
This month starts our slow increase in garden pests. 
In this climate, we always have pests. They do, 
however, love the warm weather. It is time to 
increase our attentiveness to our plants and monitor 
for any increase in insect activity.

Aphids are a particularly active pest this month. 
When the weather is cool and suitable host plants 
are not in growth, the aphids can survive in the egg 
stage. Now as the plant hosts break dormancy, so 
do the opportunistic aphids.

As the weather grows warmer, many pests begin to 
hatch and feed on plants. A common pest on 
thick-leaved plants is the Lubber Grasshopper. When 
the grasshoppers first hatch, they are black with a 
yellow to reddish line down their sides. They are very 
hungry, and they take large hunks out of leaves. If left 
to develop, they grow into a yellow and brown grass-
hopper over 2 inches long.

Mite populations start to build during the hot, dry 
weather. They are pinpoint-sized arachnids that suck 
juices from foliage and buds. Some are red and some 
form webs. 

Thrips are hairlike insects that rasp plant foliage, buds, 
and flowers, causing browning of the surface tissue. 

To combat these pests, we follow an integrated pest 
management (IPM) approach, which integrates preventive 
and corrective measures to prevent pests from causing 
significant problems while significantly reducing the 
risks related to pesticides and we benefit through a 
healthier environment.

While not the most glamorous of landscaping activities, 
it’s vital for plant and landscape health. Pruning is a 
standard component of landscape maintenance, and 
we are busy with cutbacks and pruning. But, the timing 
of pruning is essential and depends upon the type of 
plant and the desired outcome.

Reasons for pruning are to maintain plant health, 
improve the quality of flowers, fruit, foliage, and stems, 
and in some instances, restrict growth or “train” a plant. 

Another great reason to keep the landscaped pruned 
is that it helps keep pests away! Most people think that 
mosquitoes only love standing water, but they also love 
to hide out in the thick vegetation of cool and dense 
shrubs.

Perennial Pruning Tips
A host of perennials respond best to a tidy spring 
cleaning and are seemingly rejuvenated from the 
practice along with deciduous shrubs that aren't 
grown for flowers can be trimmed back at the same 
time.

With the arrival of spring, after the last blooms fade but 
before the new buds set, we add black-eyed Susan, 
butterfly bush, camellia, cone flower, coreopsis, daisies, 
dianthus, foxglove, lavender, loropetalum, sage, salvia, 
sedum, and viburnum to our pruning list. 

Plants to avoid pruning until after they flower so you 
can enjoy their spring blooms are azaleas, forsythia, 
jasmine, magnolias, rhododendron.

Aphids

Lubber Grasshopper Mites

Thrips

are Coming 
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BOMA awarded the campus 'Outstanding Building of the Year' in 2021 and 2020. Cousin's tenant-focused 
philosophy provides superior service at the highest level and o�ers a landscape plan that provides intuitive 
circulation and a variety of outdoor experiences to enliven the workday. LMP is proud of the partnership we 
have built with Cousins over the years and continue to enjoy maintaining the Corporate Centers at the 
International Plaza campus. 
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Corporate Centers at International Plaza is ideally located at 
International Plaza and is undoubtedly one of the most 
prominent business developments in the Westshore area. 
The Corporate Centers I, II, III, and IV are owned and managed 
by Cousins Properties. Customers of Cousins benefit from 
complimentary access to any of the amenities within the 
Westshore portfolio, including a complimentary, full-scale 
fitness center, 24/7 security, and free shuttle service for 
tenants and their guests to the airport and neighboring assets.

LMP has managed the landscape maintenance and enhancements 
of the Corporate Center o�ce park since 2010. In 2016 when 
Cousins Properties closed on its acquisition of Parkway Properties, 
they invested not only into the Corporate Center campus 
building systems, amenities, and enhanced landscaping that 
has been nurtured into the splendor of a built environment. 
There are courtyards, quadrangles, gardens, streets, walks, and 
surface parking lots that were given thoughtful planning 
using a whole hierarchy of landscaping, from large to small 
and from expensive to economical plantings. Properly planning 
adjacent elements was also considered essential to the 
character of outdoor spaces of the campus to provide attractive 
vehicular and pedestrian corridors. Hedges and a judicious use 
of trees have made parking lots a "good neighbor," reducing 
the visual clutter of bumpers, grilles, and random forms, 
shapes, sizes, and colors they present. The beauty that has 
come from proper planning and maintenance is a synergistic 
working environment that melds with the entirety of the 
International Plaza property. 

Property Spotlight: 

"The partnership between LMP and Cousins 
is wonderful. The key is that they understand 
our expectations, and communication is one 
of the more important things that they do 
well." 
— Patrick Gehm, VP of Operations



Wesley Chapel 
(813) 406-4465

Serving: Citrus, Hernando, 
Pasco, Pinellas

Tampa 
(813) 757-6500

Serving: Hillsborough, 
Pasco, Pinellas, Polk

Sarasota 
(941) 556-9404

Serving: Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Manatee, Sarasota 

For more information visit www.LMPPRO.com | info@LMPPRO.com | 877.LMPPRO1

Award-Winning Commercial Landscaping
Pr�erving your curb appeal and brand identity. 

With the warmer weather we should start seeing a lot of 
animal behavior we haven't seen since last spring.

It’s the perfect time for bird watching! During spring 
migration, which takes place from March through 
mid-May, thousands of birds migrate north across the 
Gulf of Mexico en-route to their breeding grounds in 
the United States and Canada.

Male frogs and toads move to ponds, streams, and 
ditches to breed during rainy nights. Alligators become 
more active and visible as they begin seeking food. 

The gopher tortoise are out foraging for food and 
searching for a mate. 

Sea turtles begin nesting and shorebirds and seabirds 
lay their eggs in well-camouflaged shallow scrapes in 
the sand. 

Chances of close encounters between manatees and 
boaters increase in the spring, as manatees migrate to 
inland waters.

Wildlife Happenings: Signs of Spring 

March is the Month of Expectation. 
The things we do not know—Emily Dickinson
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