
Commercial properties can vary greatly depending on the type of business and how the surrounding cityscape 
interacts with the property. However, most commercial property owners have at least one thing in common: they want 
their property to leave a positive impression on visitors and passersby while supporting the business’s success. 

There’s a difference between being alive and looking good enough to add aesthetic value to your property. The right 
plant in the right place is just one factor that benefits the life of a plant. The other major factor is providing your landscape 
with the proper professional maintenance it needs. That means the lifespan of a plant is almost entirely in your hands.

Do you have a shrub that looks awful? Woody? Has it stopped producing foliage? 
Can your plant be saved with proper pruning? Or is it time to replace it?

WHAT AFFECTS THE LIFESPAN OF YOUR LANDSCAPE?
Stress
Hot asphalt, pedestrian traffic, and car exhaust all take a toll on the life of your landscape. Plants and trees in parking 
lots, islands, small non-engineered sidewalk cutouts, and those growing in other small soil spaces have short lives, 
almost regardless of species.

Managing Plant Growth
Plant health is part art and part science. Plants compete for nutrients, water, and sunlight; once a young tree matures, 
its canopy may block the sunlight from a neighboring plant. Or, rather than shearing a shrub crowding another plant, 
a more beneficial solution would be to remove plants selectively.

Planting Errors
Sometimes a shrub that loves shade gets planted in the sun, stressing it from the very beginning. Or maybe a sun-loving 
plant was planted in the sun but is now shaded. Shrubs need the right conditions. Proper care will extend the lifespan 
of shrubs, keeping them happy and healthy for as long as possible.

Proper Pruning
Pruning is the practice of selectively removing branches throughout a shrub for proper size, health, and structure 
while shearing targets just the outer edges of a shrub strictly for aesthetics.

Pruning cuts encourage growth throughout the plant. Still, with shearing, growth is limited to the plant’s outer parts 
depriving the inner structure of enough light for photosynthesis, leading to “hollow shrub” syndrome and a much 
shorter lifespan.

Pruning cuts cater to the plant’s natural shape, while shearing cuts train the plant to take an artificial look. Many 
shrubs also don’t like being sheared into tight boxes or spheres, and they prefer a looser, more natural pruning.

Pruning lets you dictate the plant’s size. With shearing, it’s harder to control how large a plant will get.

Knowing when to trim your shrubs keeps them healthy in the long term while setting them up for a season of robust 
growth. 

The Right Mulch Depth
You don’t want to pile mulch up around the base of a shrub that creates a home for insects, who will attack the trunk.

Long Term Care
Routine Integrated Pest Management and Fertilization are essential for the health of your landscape.
Maintenance cannot compensate for plants that are past their prime or are planted in the wrong place despite diligent 
management; they will never thrive.



PHASING RENOVATIONS
The great thing about landscaping updates is that they can be done in phases 
over time. Prioritizing effort and investment and balancing both short-term and 
long-term returns requires vision. We understand the importance of meeting your 
targets in performance, reliability, quality, and safety.

THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE 
FOR EVERY PROJECT

Get in 
     touch.

A rule of thumb – in a commercial setting, the useful lifespan for large shrubs or small trees is 7 to 10 years. But, 
this can be exceeded when the proper plant is in the right place with consistent, skilled landscape maintenance.

The location also affects the life expectancy of your landscape and the condition of your plants.

Old, overgrown landscaping needs more maintenance, which requires more upkeep and no guarantee of looking 
vibrant. Trees and shrubs that have outgrown their spots need extra pruning and trimming. 

Grass that’s become too shaded from mature trees takes more effort to keep it looking good. 

Signage landscaping that’s grown too tall needs frequent trimming.

Aging, overcrowded planting beds look neglected and unappealing. It’s a lot of extra work — and money.
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for more information visit www.lmppro.com or call (877) LMP-PRO1

We pride ourselves on turning challenges into opportunities and complex issues 
into strategic plans. We understand the needs of the landscape, including soil, 
plant material, and the specific ecosystem. We do all of this while enhancing the 
value of real estate assets while keeping the budget limitations in mind. 

The well-being of the land is tied to the well-being of the people. Landscapes provide 
empowering experiences, and we are committed to protecting and restoring our 
natural resources while providing a sustainable environment. 

Our LMP team, along with our certified horticulturists and arborists, are committed 
to you and the health and safety of your landscape. Life cycle costing for commercial 
landscape installations is a complex topic, and we have many satisfied customers 
who can vouch for our ability to assist in the process. We look forward to serving 
you.

LMP’s landscape management philosophy approaches the care of the landscape 
from a comprehensive, long-term perspective. Through our landscape assessment 
plan, we include your budgetary and site management requirements in our program 
to assist in future planning and cost controls.


